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This report describes the designs of community-based maternal health care 
interventions in three provinces in rural China (Anhui, Chongqing and Shaanxi), 
conducted between 2007 and 2008; and evaluates the process of implementing 
the interventions. Evaluation was made by a qualitative study conducted in 
2009 including key informant interviews, in-depth interviews and focus group 
discussions. 

Townships of the selected counties were allocated into one of the four 
intervention or control groups: a financial intervention in antenatal and postnatal 
care; training of healthcare providers on health education at township or village 
levels; training of healthcare providers on clinical skills at township level; and 
current practice (control group). The qualitative study showed mixed views on 
the impact of the financial intervention on maternal health care utilisation. 
Generally, it was perceived to have only little impact due to the small amount 
of the subsidy. Most of respondents perceived that knowledge, skills and work 
attitudes were improved by health education and clinical skills training, but the 
intervention effects varied between provinces. 
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